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TERI, in association with IIF, Chennai Chapter 

organized a regional level policy dialogue to deliberate 

on strategies to up-scale energy effi cient (EE) 

technologies and practices in the metal casting sector 

at Chennai, Tamil Nadu on 21 February 2013.  The 

event was supported by REEEP and CCD, Embassy 

of Switzerland. The participants included senior 

representatives from industry, government, fi nancial 

and academic institutions.

 In the inaugural session, Mr Girish Sethi, TERI 

and Mr K S Anbuselvan, IIF-Chennai outlined the 

TERI–SDC initiative to promote an energy effi cient 

melting furnace – the divided blast cupola (DBC) – 

among metal casting units.  A short fi lm highlighting 

TERI-SDC’s demonstration and dissemination of 

cleaner technologies for the foundry sector was 

screened to provide background information for 

the participants.  Mr Daniel Ziegerer, Director of 

Cooperation, Embassy of Switzerland, delivered the 

keynote address during which he urged the participants 

to refl ect on the issues that could facilitate the up-

scaling of EE technologies and practices in the metal 

casting sector.  Presenting the industry’s view, Mr N 

Narasimhan, Brakes India, emphasized the importance 

of technical support to industry in the area of new 

technologies. He mentioned that the establishment of 

technical support centres at cluster level, jointly with 

industry associations, would be useful.

 A panel discussion followed, during which the 

panelists shared their views on the role of different 

institutions in promoting energy effi ciency in the 

sector. Mr V Sridharan, SIDBI was of the view that 

providing soft loans to MSMEs for capital-intensive 

EE technologies would accelerate their uptake.  Mr 

S Sivagnanam, MSME-Development Institute, 

Chennai  felt that the government should support 

more diagnostic studies, as these would  help industry 

in identifying appropriate EE solutions. Mr A Pari, 

owner of an aluminum metal casting unit in Chennai, 

underlined the importance of better monitoring of 

energy-related parameters at unit level. He added that 

there is a need for promoting awareness and R&D 

on cleaner technologies in the sector. Mr Gopal 

Ramaswami, a local service provider, noted that the 

initiatives aimed at energy benchmarking and capacity 

building will help in promoting energy effi ciency.  The 

need for conducting more energy audits and hands-

on capacity building programs on energy conservation 

was reiterated by Mr P Dharmalingam, National 

Productivity Council, Chennai. Dr H Sundara Murthy, 

an eminent foundryman and offi ce-bearer of the World 

Foundry Organization, highlighted the importance of 

best practices in reducing scrap levels and saving energy 

in metal casting units. He urged foundry entrepreneurs 

to adopt the TERI designed DBC as it is a better 

alternative to the induction furnace from the energy 

perspective, especially considering the diffi cult power 

situation that prevails in Tamil Nadu.

 It was decided to undertake a few more 

stakeholder consultations at other locations/regions in 

India, and thereafter come out with a national level 

strategy paper to upscale energy effi ciency in the 

Indian metal casting sector.
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SAMEEEKSHA is a collaborative platform 
aimed at pooling the knowledge and synergizing 
the efforts of various organizations and 
institutions—Indian and international, public  
and private—that are working towards the 
common goal of facilitating the development of 
the small and medium enterprise (SME) sector 
in India, through the promotion and adoption 
of clean, energy-efficient technologies and 
practices.

SAMEEEKSHA provides a unique forum 
where industry may interface with funding 
agencies, research and development (R&D) 
institutions, technology development specialists, 
government bodies, training institutes, and 
academia to facilitate this process. 

ABOUT Sameeeksha

A dynamic and flexible not-for-profit 
organization with a global vision and a local 
focus, TERI is deeply committed to every aspect 
of sustainable development. From providing 
environment friendly solutions to rural energy 
problems to tackling issues of global climate 
change across many continents and advancing 
solutions to growing urban transport and air 
pollution problems, TERI’s activities range from 
formulating local and national level strategies to 
suggesting global solutions to critical energy and 
environmental issues.

With staff of over 900 employees drawn from 
diverse disciplines, the institute’s work is 
supported  by ministries and departments of the 
government, various bilateral and multilateral 
organizations, and corporations of repute.

ABOUT teri

SAMEEEKSHA envisages a robust and competitive 
SME sector built on strong foundations of knowledge and 
capabilities in the development, application and promotion of 
energy-efficient and environment-friendly technologies.
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